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THE BIRTH OF A STATION

In May of 1978, the then Minister for Posts & Communications, Mr. A Stanley, sought

expressions of interest from local residents for a new Broadcasting Category “C” Licence to

be known as a Community Based Public Broadcasting Station.

Mr. Michael Drew on reading this newspaper article, sent a letter to the editor of the

Townsville Daily Bulletin asking Townsville residents who were interested in establishing a

frequency-modulated station to contact him. Professor Keith Kikkert, from James Cook

University, who was at the time working on what was to become a world first FM signal

enhancer, contacted Michael Drew.

On the 22nd August 1978, a meeting was convened at the West End State School. Around

40 interested people attended this inaugural meeting. The meeting resolved to form a

society to be known as the Townsville F. M. Broadcasting Society. The groups aim was to

set up and operate a FM. Transmitter in the Townsville region. This was the beginning of a

campaign to obtain a Category “C” Broadcasting Licence. On the 22nd September 1978, a

letter was received from the Minister for Posts & Telecommunications, acknowledging the

society’s interest in applying for a Broadcasting Licence. The letter outlined the procedure

that would take place prior to a licence being issued.

This included:

i. A draft planning proposal would be called for a particular area.

ii. The draft planning proposal would then be circulated for comment.

iii. When the final proposal was accepted, the Minister would then invite applications

for a licence.

iv. The applications would then be judged at a public hearing by the Australian

Broadcasting Tribunal who may then grant a licence.



Public interest was also generated by attendance at Townsville events, which included The

Townsville Pacific Festival and other trade shows. A petition of 1500 signatures collected at

one trade display was handed to the Prime Minister, Mr. Malcolm Fraser in between flights

at the Townsville airport in July 1979. In a letter addressed to Michael Drew, dated 24th

July 1979, the Prime Minister stated that he was “impressed by the large number of

signatories”. No local endorsed Federal Politician, Member or Senator, escaped being

canvassed to lobby the Government for the granting of the licence.

The society fearing that their correspondence was simply being filed, embarked on an

unforgettable way to get the message across. Eight coconuts were sent to the Minister for

Post & Telecommunications with the message “Fair Go for Public Broadcasting” on them.

Coconuts could not be filed. Station Manager, Sally Appleby, (2001 - 2006), in July 2002

tried without success to recover the coconuts for the Station’s 20th birthday.

Test transmissions were held throughout the following three years. The Government first

had to amend legislation to allow for the reintroduction of “Test Transmissions”. These

were limited to two per year on a low output of varying frequencies and call signs. No

acknowledgement of any business or persons was allowed and only music and

introductions could be played. Transmissions were made possible by using loan equipment

from James Cook University and were trialed at various locations throughout Townsville;

these included the Pimlico Campus of the University and the Hotel Townsville, also known

as the sugar shaker.



OUR NAME AND LOGO

In February of 1979, the society organized a competition to give the station a name all-be-

it premature, at that stage they did not even know if they were going to get a licence. A

prize, donated by Russ Adams Pty. Ltd., was a FM radio cassette recorder. In March 1979,

the name chosen as the winner was provided by the Burrows family of Gulliver for the

name 4TTT (Tropical Townsville Transmitter). The 4TTT station name was then used in all

public promotions for three years and didn’t receive formal approval from the Australian

Broadcasting Tribunal until 15th February 1982, six months after the licence had been

granted and three years after it had started being used.
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GOING LIVE AND LOCAL

With the granting of a Category “C” Class Licence by The Australian Broadcasting Tribunal

to the Townsville Community Broadcasting Company Limited (to be incorporated) on the

4th September 1981, 4TTT would become the fifth community station in Queensland and

the first outside of the Brisbane area. Other stations were 4EB, 4ZZZ, 4MBS in Brisbane

and 4DOD in Toowoomba. A condition of the licence was that 4TTT should commence

broadcasting by the 31st July 1982.

The Station was awarded the frequency of 103.9 with the call sign of 4TTT FM. On the 2nd

July 1982, James Cook University presented a special high-performance FM transmitter to

the Station. It was arranged that initially broadcasting would be made from Mt Stuart.

Townsville Transport and Services provided a transportable hut, carried and installed it on

Mt Stuart. Presenters would travel to Mt Stuart to present their programs.

A total of 36 hours of broadcasting over the weekend commenced on the 23rd July 1982,

with an output of 50 watts.

First Program Guide 1983



After three months of broadcasting from the temporary studio on Mt Stuart, the

microwave link was installed at the Arts Centre. Alan Stephenson recalls the move from

Mt Stuart where broadcasting had commenced by means of four hours of pre-recorded

programming on a tape recorder. The studio equipment was dismantled, transported to

the Arts Centre in the city, and re-assembled with 20 seconds of pre-recorded

programming left. Studio space was negotiated on a sub-lease from The Townsville

Cultural Association. The Townsville City Council would further upgrade the verandah of

the Arts Building to accommodate additional office space.

By the end of November 1982, the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal had approved an

extension of time to 44 hours per week, enabling some weekday programming. The

proposed musical format during the formative years was to be mainly Classical, Folk, Jazz

and Blues, together with access programming.

Program Guide 1984



An $8,000.00 grant from the Townsville City Council in late 1983 enabled the start of the

second studio, which was completed by October 1985. The Station could now begin

twenty-four hour broadcasting seven days a week. The broadcasting studio now boasted

an up-to-date mixing panel designed by James Cook University’s electrical engineering

professor Dr Keith Kikkert. Thirteen ethnic nationalities would soon be broadcasting hour-

long programs across weeknights. Other programs were included for Aboriginal &

Islanders. Out of School programming, increased hours to four per week and several

Access programs were added.

Program Guide 1986



EVOLVING WITH THE TIMES

It was soon realized, the station would need to incorporate more middle of the road

programming (outside of the Top 40 material that was being broadcasted on commercial

stations), if it was to survive. Station Manager Lynne Cavanagh (1988 – 2000) was largely

responsible for successfully transitioning the station to a format similar to what we enjoy

today. Previous successful commercial DJ’s joined the station during “prime time”

broadcasting hours and their presence attracted a wider audience.
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OUR TEAM

With 110 company members and 88 volunteer presenters, in 2015, the stations musical 

content now includes 1960 to the present day, during weekday hours (6am to 6pm), with 

specialist programming representing other musical genres following the simulcast of the 

Channel 7 local news during weeknights and on weekends.

One of the conditions of a Category “C” Licence required that listeners become subscribers

to the station. In 1985 the “Rock Area”, commenced local live band performances at

venues around town, which were successful in raising much-needed funds for the station.

Over the years Radio-thons have been a lucrative source of funding for the station, usually

to raise funds to update transmission equipment. In addition to the new transmission

equipment, it became necessary to erect a new steel tower to increase the broadcasting

area to Cardwell in the north, west to Charters Towers and south to Ayr & Home Hill. In

1999, a twelve-month campaign was launched to raise $200,000.00 to boost transmission

strength. With the campaign falling well below its targeted figure, in 2001 Bill Beattie and

Alan Stephenson launched the “Tower of Power” fundraiser. During April 2002, with

assistance from Electrical Wholesaler Lawrence & Hanson, Alan Stephenson’s 15 year

dream was realized when a new 25 meter steel tower and associated transmission

equipment was installed and erected on foundations prepared by station volunteer labour.

Over the years, there have been many volunteers who have contributed greatly to the 

success of 4TTT. Along with our valuable volunteers, many Townsville businesses have 

donated products and services. The list is far too long to acknowledge individually here. 

Our thanks goes to each and every one of them. This is the reason why we can honestly 

call Radio Triple T a Community station.



Townsville FM Broadcasting Society

Oct 1978 to Oct 1981 Michael Drew

Townsville Community Broadcasting Company Limited

Oct 1981 to Oct 1983 Michael Drew

Oct 1983 to Sep 1984 Colin Johnson

Oct 1984 to Jan 1986 Henry Griggs

Feb 1986 to Sep 1987 Leslie Weightman

Oct 1987 to Sep 1988 Henry Griggs

Sep 1988 to Sep 1989 James Garden

Sep 1989 to Sep 1991 Michael Shapter

Sep 1991 to Apr 1993 Francis Croucher

Apr 1993 to Oct 1994 Kris Tester

Nov 1994 to Oct 1995 Darryl Pitt

Oct 1995 to Oct 1997 Mark Hegarty

Sep 1997 to Feb 1999 Darryl Pitt

Feb 1999 to Sep 2000 Clive Simpson

Oct 2000 to Mar 2006 Ken Crane

Mar 2006 to Oct 2006 Neal Sellars

Oct 2006 to May 2007 Janet Lobegeier (Hobson)

May 2007 to Oct 2008 Lynne De Jong

Oct 2008 to Oct 2009 Gregory McCabe

Oct 2009 to Oct 2010 Brian Smith

Oct 2010 to Oct 2011 Jorge Solano

Oct 2011 to Jul 2012 Gregory McCabe

Jul 2012 to Oct 2014 Raymond Hurle

Oct 2014 to George Uren



Townsville Community Broadcasting Company Limited

Mar 1982 to May 1983 Richard (Dick) Garner

May 1983 to Aug 1983 Judy Rudd (Interim)

Aug 1983 to Feb 1988 Peter Tozer

Feb 1988 to Mar 1988 Keith Melbourne (Interim)

Mar 1988 to Jul 1988 Lynne Cavanagh (Interim)

Jul 1988 to Feb 2000 Lynne Cavanagh

Mar 2000 to Nov 2001 John Hubbard

Dec 2001 to Feb 2006 Sally Appleby

Feb 2006 to Jul 2006 Neal Sellars (Interim)

July 2006 to Oct 2008 Glenn Mintern

Oct 2008 to Apr 2009 Bruce Turnball

Apr 2009 to Jan 2010 Iain McDougall (Interim)

Jan 2010 to Oct 2010 Sheena Bradshaw

Oct 2010 to Jul 2011 Dave Harrison

Jul 2011 to Mar 2013 Leonie Cooper

Mar 2013 Ken Crane
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